Isn’t it beautiful spring time in West Texas, dry windy days when we have the occasional thunderstorm or tornado threat?  Spring time also brings forth new growth and the prospect of renewed spirits.  If you have been a part of Uptown BPW for any length of time you know that spring is when we have our only scholarship fund raiser.  We have had great success with this event for the last eight years.  This year was no different.  Jo Fite, Style Show Committee Chair led us to greatness on Wednesday, April 23.  Our silent auction, with proceeds to go to MD Anderson raised over $2700.00.  The greatest news is that we will be able to fund our four scholarships for the upcoming year.  Ladies that is what Uptown BPW is all about….Women Helping Women!  The community has seen Uptown BPW as a strong influence giving back to the Midland community with businesses willingness to sponsor our events.  This partnership is something we have worked hard to achieve.  That is something to be very proud of, and I believe we are proud of everything we do as an organization.  
As we move into May, we will have another busy month preparing for By-Law Amendments at the program meeting on May 14th and election of new officers on May 28th at our business meeting.  Mary Ann Brock has worked very hard on bringing our Uptown BPW By-Laws up to speed with the BPW/Texas State By-Laws amendments that passed at the 2007 State Convention.  These will be going out to the membership by the upcoming weekend and we will have our new by laws amendments to move forward in line with TFBPW By Laws.  At the business meeting on May 28th it will be our closed election meeting.  Nominations were announced at our March program meeting.  They are as follows:  Sheila Warren for President; Glenda Knox for 1st Vice President, Lesley Gores for 2nd Vice President, Angie Wilson for Treasurer, Shirley Harris for Secretary and Debbie Gann for Corresponding Secretary.  When the elections start there will be time for nominations from the floor.  We would love to have each of you join us for lunch and make your vote heard.  Remember every person counts.  
We are also firming up the Upward Bound Program with Midland College.  Committee Chair, Jennifer Birkla and her committee are working on the project itemized budget to present to the board for approval.  They have a month long program planned with a different event/program each week for the young ladies in the Upward Bound Program.  The dates for the programs are June 9th, June 16th, June 23rd, and June 30th.  There will be many opportunities to lend a helping hand each week.  One of the goals was not have everyone committed to every program.  So if Jennifer or someone from the committee contacts you to help, please consider what gifts and talents you have to share with these girls.  I think another important thing we can show them is how woman from many different work backgrounds come together for a great cause.  Again, that cause is….Women Helping Women.  
BPW/Texas State Convention is June 5, 6, 7, and 8 in Austin.  Registration deadline is May 9th.  You can register late but there will be a late fee of $15.00.  Reservations can be made at the Renaissance at 512-343-2626.  We have several members leaving at different times and I am sure they would love to have another travel partner.  Contact Glenda Knox if you are interested in going at 686-2819.  
Building Powerful Women,

Sheila Warren

Sheila Warren

Uptown 2007-2008 President

