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During the month of October 2009, we combined a program meeting 
with the business meeting on the 14th with our guest speaker Jan 
Brown with the 9/12 Project. Ms. Brown talked to us about the bond 
that was made apparent after the horrible tragedy of 9/11/01 and how 
we need to keep that bond strong. We must remain vigil and continue 
to fight for democracy, never to take for granted our freedoms.  Thank 
you, Jan, for a moving talk. 
 
At the same meeting, our National Business Women’s Week (NBWW) 
Chair, Glenda Knox, gave us an update on the event planning. Please 
contact Glenda if you can help at the event. We hope you can all come, 
NOVEMBER 5, 2009. See you there.  The membership also made a 
motion to change the luncheon fee to $18 per person and the motion 
passed. 
 
Shirley Harris, our Newsletter Chair, has sent out an email address-
ing the requested change in the bylaws for raising our membership 
dues at the local level to $20 per member.  This will be voted on at our 
next business meeting in November. Presently the annual dues are 
$13 for the local organization and $40 for the affiliation with BPWF, 
for a total of $53.  New membership or renewal of membership will 
soon be available on the website (www.midlandbpw.com). If you have 
any questions, just send them in to the Board and we will try to an-
swer them or we will find someone who can. 

For November, we will only have a business meeting, November 11, 
2009. I hope each of you can attend.  Please RSVP to Evie Adams, 2nd 
Vice President and Membership Chair at 570-5233 
(evie.adams@bosworthco.com), or Shirley Harris, Webpage and Tele-
phone/Email Chair at 684-4692 (shirley@tbobamthor.com).  The cost of 
the luncheon is $18.00 unless otherwise noted for special events.  
Please connect with us as we trek through this new adventure for Up-
town and continue the spirit of BPW for others in our futures. 
 
 
Building Powerful Women, 
Debrah Gann    
Uptown Midland BPW President 2009 – 2010  
debbie.gann@arcadis-us.com  432-557-3465 
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Diane Browne—Thirty-Five Years!!!! 
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This year my husband, Geoff, has been with Champion Technologies for thirty-five years! 
Yes, with the same company although the job has taken us from Odessa, to Oklahoma City 
and back to Midland. Well, they partially sponsored a trip to Hawaii which we took this Sep-
tember after getting re-certified to scuba dive. We had a fantastic time! We scuba dived twice 
on Oahu, did the historical and Pearl Harbor stuff, and squeezed in some time at the Polyne-
sian Culture center including their luau and show. The show afterward was awesome and as 
good as any we have ever seen in Las Vegas! Geoff has a Nikon digital that he nearly wore 
out while we were there. We still haven’t seen all of them yet! 
 
On the big island, we took the helicopter tour and saw the 
lava flowing into the ocean: the only place in the world that 
is happening. To see Mauna Kea, we took the night van 
trip to the summit. This included an informative talk on the 
stars with our guide using a special laser to point out differ-
ent planets, stars, moons, nebulae, etc, and telescopes set 
up for us to see them up close and personal. Our scuba 
dive on this island was probably the high point of the trip. It 
was a night dive so that we could see the manta ray come 
to eat plankton. We sat or knelt on the ocean floor while 7-11 of the 1000lb or so fish did a 
graceful ballet around, over, and between us. The experience was breathtaking and again we 
got some great pictures. 
 
The Old Lahaina Luau introduced us to Maui. The food was excellent and the show and dem-
onstrations very entertaining. We had two spectacular road trips—one to the volcano, Halea-
kala, and one on the Road to Hana. Again, breathtaking beauty that resulted in fabulous pic-
tures to help us remember. Our final dive of the vacation was out to Molokini, which we also 
enjoyed very much. As you can tell, we didn’t rest and relax much, but who cares!?! We hope 
to get back there someday, but if we don’t, we know that we have certainly taken in the high 
points of that beautiful state and helped their tourism numbers and local income. 

 
Pictured at left is our speaker , Jan Brown 
with the 912 Project, - Mission: Restore our 
Country’s Constitutional Principles & Values 
- and Uptown’s President Debrah Gann 
www.912pb.org 
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I am pleased to announce that the 2009-2010 Leadership Midland class has finalized its 
plan for this year’s community project.  This year’s class has focused on the needs of 
the community during these hard times, specifically non-profit organizations that are so 
vital to many in Midland. 
 
In some cases, organizations have reached out to us for assistance or members have 
found organizations that they have witnessed impact so many lives.  The Leadership 
Midland Class is proud to take on the ambitious goal of working on behalf of the follow-
ing organization to meet the needs of the community. 

 
 
• The Hope House - Assisting in furnishing some of the new 8 room facility for 

family of Midland Memorial Cancer patients 
 
• Midland Children’s Advocacy Center  -  Refurbishing the therapy waiting area 
 
• The Martin Luther King Junior Community Center  - Updating and replacing 

items in the youth activity center 
 
• Midland Fair Havens - Replacing fencing for the facility which will hinder  
     unwanted activities in the area. 

 
 

I see how important these organizations have been to BPW and, as a representative of 
the club, have fully supported our participation in these worthy projects.  Your financial 
assistance is needed to meet the estimated goal of $20,000.00 towards the four pro-
jects above.  You may send your charitable donation to me at the address below or 
contact me at 940-1412 for further information regarding in-kind donations. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generous support of our efforts to assist these organiza-
tions.  I am very proud to be included among this great group of people and to be repre-
senting Uptown BPW. 
 
With Warmest Regards, 
 
Yvonne Reyes 
c/o Western National Bank 
508 West Wall, Suite 1100 
Midland  TX  79701 




