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Our July 22, 2009 business meeting was a milestone in our local Uptown Midland’s 
history as we voted unanimously to become affiliated with the Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Foundation (BPWF).  I have prepared a letter to send to the new state 
federation, Texas Business Women, passing the news along to their officers and mem-
bers.  Information to become an e-member of the Texas Business Women has been re-
quested and that information will be posted on our local website when it is received.  I 
have also decided on a guiding principle for my term as President of Uptown Midland: 
Focused on the Future - Honoring the Past. 
 
We also unanimously voted to pay for the 1st year of BPWF affiliation for each Uptown 
Midland Member. If you are up for membership renewal, please contact Evie Adams or 
Shirley Harris.  Their information is provided below. 
 
One of our newly installed officers (Jennifer Birkla) has made a “not easy” decision to 
move to another city and will be unable to serve Uptown Midland as 2nd Vice President.  
Evie Adams has generously volunteered to step up and take over the responsibilities for 
2nd Vice President during 2009-2010.  Thank you and good luck, Evie!  And we wish the 
best for Jennifer on her new adventure. 
 
I am excited about the upcoming month.  Our business and program meetings are 
switching places because of an important anniversary this month.  August 26, 2009 is 
Women’s Equality Day, the 89th anniversary of women winning the right to vote in the 
United States of America.  Please check out the quiz on the website provided by Na-
tional Women’s History Project. 
 
Currently I am in the process of gathering Plans of Action from all the committee 
chairs and committee members.  Once we have everyone’s POAs the board will get the 
budget planned for the upcoming year and our Treasurer, Jerri Ripplinger, will be 
ready to present the numbers to the membership. 

Our next business meeting is scheduled for August 12 and our program meeting is Au-
gust 26, 2009, at noon at The Petroleum Club of Midland.  I hope each of you can at-
tend.  Please RSVP to Evie Adams, 2nd Vice President and Membership Chair at 683-
5233 (evie.adams@bosworthco.com), or Shirley Harris, Webpage and Telephone/Email 
Chair at 684-4692 (shirley@tbobamthor.com).  The cost of the luncheon is $17.00 unless 
otherwise noted for special events.  Please connect with us as we trek through this new 
adventure for Uptown and continue the spirit of BPW for others in our futures. 
 
Building Powerful Women, 
 

Debrah Gann 
Uptown Midland BPW President 2009 – 2010 
Focused on the Future - Honoring the Past 

 
debbie.gann@arcadis-us.com 
432-557-3465 
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