Hello Everyone,

I wish I could start off with April Showers will bring May flowers but at this point I would just like to have a little moisture.  The flowers can come later.  Everything in God’s timing.  
With spring comes renewed excitement about the year ahead and Uptown is no different.  We have had and are having many continuing and new projects coming up.  As some of you may be aware we are coming up on one of our favorite events. “ BPW in Bloom” is our annual style show that for the past 7 years has been the primary source for our scholarship funding.  Twice a year Uptown BPW awards 4 scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each to qualifying non-traditional women in the Permian Basin.  When we first started we were doing much smaller amounts and over the years with the LO and community support for this stellar event has allow us to increase the amount of the scholarships given out. This year the style show will be on April 23, 2008, from 11:30 to 1:00.  This is also Administrative Assistant’s Day and we hope it will be a great selling tool as well.  Jo Fite, committee chair and her committee have been working hard to make this another grand occasion to celebrate the BPW goal of “Women Helping Women”.  We will have celebrity models and door prizes.  And as always at any event we do we will have a silent auction to benefit M.D. Cancer Center Research & Development.  Tickets for this event are $35.00 for an individual ticket or you may purchase a sponsor table.  For more information on sponsorship please contact Shirley Harris or Mona Bethany at 684-4692.  We are also taking items for door prizes.  Auction items are welcome as well, we just ask that they have an information sheet to go with the item.  We are excited to have this show on April 23rd, we believe it will be a great way to involve business by having an alternative venue for their assistants.

We have a nominating committee working on the upcoming year’s officers for our election in May.  Nominations will be presented at the next business meeting on April 9th, at the Petroleum Club at noon.  So if they contact you to serve please take prayerful consideration in serving.  BPW has been here for each of us, helping us to grow and be community conscious.  I know I have gained many tools to help in my daily life through this amazing group of ladies, and they don’t just revolve around our Midland group.  We have regions, state and national group that are all inter twined to pull strength and knowledge from.  That is amazing and yet comforting at the same time.  “Women Helping Women”, that is what we are all about.
In June we will be teaming with Midland College and Upward Bound to mentor young at risk girls in grades 9 through 11.  With this program our goal is to give these girls the tools and knowledge to succeed in whatever their goals and dreams are.  These young ladies are typically from single parent homes or are potential first generation college students.  This program is 5 weeks long ending with a graduation achievement ceremony.  We will have each Monday in June from 6:00 to 8:00 to mentor and interact with these young ladies.  If you are so inclined to help or volunteer in any way please contact Jennifer Birkla or Lesley Goers at 570-5740 or Sheila Warren at warren@dawson3d.com .  Wouldn’t it be the best experience to give these ladies to see that they can go the distance and have the support network that BPW offers all women?  Again, “Women Helping Women”, it is good to be a woman in the Permian Basin with groups like Uptown Business & Professional Women.

Building Powerful Women,

Sheila Warren

Uptown BPW President
