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Anne Armstrong, who died on Wednesday aged 80, was American ambassador in London in 1976-77. 

When she was appointed to London by President Gerald Ford in 1976, Anne Armstrong was the first woman to be sent as ambassador to a major American embassy since Clare Booth Luce represented the United States in Italy in the 1950s. 

Her tenure was to last barely a year, but when she succeeded Elliot Richardson she made an immediate, favorable impression in London. The New York Times reported that the British had "taken an instant liking to her because she is visible and direct and informal without turning informality into a cloying down-home soupiness". The Daily Mail – reflecting on her reputation as a fine horsewoman and a crack shot (she particularly savored wild turkey shooting) – called her "the most romantic diplomat that America has ever had". 

The new ambassador – a Texan by adoption – imported her own interior designer, Betty Sherrill, to embellish the ambassador's residence, Winfield House in Regent's Park, and commissioned a wardrobe of some 30 outfits from the American designer Halston. When she presented her credentials to the Queen in March 1976 she did so in a dazzling white full-length silk dress and white cloak. 

Among her predecessors was Walter Annenberg, who had a fabulous art collection. A group of Anne Armstrong's rich Texan friends established an Art for Anne Committee to lend her pictures so that the walls of her residence would be suitably adorned. While in London she established a friendship with the Prince of Wales, who has paid several visits to her family's ranch in south Texas, and she formed a positive relationship with the then Foreign Secretary Tony Crosland. 

In 1977, however, the Democrats formed a new administration under Jimmy Carter, and in April that year Anne Armstrong was replaced by Kingman Brewster, the president of Yale University. (All American ambassadors, who are officially servants of the President, resign when a new incumbent is elected to the White House.) 

Anne Armstrong left Britain maintaining that her time there had been "the greatest year of my life", and left behind a reputation for great diplomatic skill combined with memorable elegance and charm. Although she was offered the post of chairman of the Republican Party, she declined, preferring to spend more time with her family in Texas. 

Born Anne Legendre on December 27 1927 in New Orleans, Louisiana, she was descended on her father's side from French Creoles. She spent most of her childhood in New Orleans, where her father ran a successful coffee import business. 

Anne was sent to the exclusive Foxcroft School at Middleburg, Virginia. She then won a scholarship to Vassar, where she began to take an interest in politics. At this early stage her sympathies lay with the Democrats, and she worked as a volunteer for Harry Truman's presidential campaign. 

On graduating in 1949 she was offered a job as an editorial assistant on Harper's Bazaar in New York; but before she could take up the position she met Tobin Armstrong, owner of a 50,000-acre cattle ranch in the Rio Grande valley which had been acquired in 1882 by a Texas Ranger, John B Armstrong, with the bounty money he received for capturing the outlaw John Wesley Hardin. Anne and Tobin Armstrong married in 1950, and she threw herself into life on the ranch, organizing shooting and fishing parties. She later became known as "the most gracious hostess in Texas". 

She also adopted the political affiliations of her husband, a staunch Republican, at first confining herself to local politics. In 1964 she supported the campaign of Senator Barry Goldwater, and two years later became vice-chairman of the Texas Republican Party. 

In 1971 President Richard Nixon appointed Anne Armstrong co-chairman of the Republican National Committee, in which role she concentrated on recruiting more women and young people to the cause. She was a supporter of the Equal Rights Amendment to the American Constitution. In December 1972 Nixon appointed her the first female counselor to the President, a post with Cabinet rank. She continued to promote the role of women in government and – as a fluent Spanish-speaker – acted as Nixon's liaison with the Hispanic community. 

When the President became embroiled in the Watergate scandal, Anne Armstrong was among his most loyal defenders, leading one observer to suggest that she sounded like "the cruise director on the Titanic". When the tapes implicating Nixon in the scandal became public, however, she called for his resignation. 

Later she reflected: "I told the truth as I knew the truth, and I guess that's all that anybody can do. Some may say I should have delved deeper, that I was naive, and perhaps that's so. But I did the best I could." 

After Nixon's fall Anne Armstrong was mentioned as a possible vice-president to Ford, but in the event he invited her to stay on as a counselor. She served on the Council on Wage and Price Stability, charged with identifying the causes of inflation. In November 1974, however, she resigned, citing "unforeseen and pressing family responsibilities". She took on directorships of a number of companies, including American Express, Union Carbide and First City Bank of Texas, before Ford sent her to London. 

She played an active role in Ronald Reagan's presidential campaign of 1980, and from 1981 to 1990 was chairman of the President's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board. In 1987 Reagan awarded her the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

She later served on the boards of a number of corporations, including Glaxo Wellcome. 

Two years ago Anne Armstrong briefly resurfaced in the news pages when Vice-President Dick Cheney, taking part in the annual quail shoot at the Armstrong’s' family ranch, accidentally shot and wounded a fellow guest with his Perazzi 28-gauge shotgun. 
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Editorial
I joined BPW in the fall of 1997.  At one of the first meetings I attended it was announced the Fall Conference was approaching.  It didn’t sound like anything I would be interested in doing, so I didn’t think too much about it.

However, at the next meeting, there were reports on all that happened that weekend.  The conference was held out of town.  I don’t remember where.  I just remember thinking that I really wish I had gone.  

Those that went had a great time.  Apparently there was fun, food, a little toddy and even some education.  There were stories of the members from the other Local Organizations.  I realized I had missed a great opportunity.

So, the lesson here is:  don’t do what I did!!  Make plans to attend the Region 6 Fall Conference in Sweetwater on October 4, 2008.  On Friday evening, Oct. 3rd, we will have social time with the other LO’s in our region.  What a great time to get to know other BPW members.  But if you can only attend on Saturday, that will be fine.
Region Director, Glenda Knox, will have more information about the event later, but for now, why not put the dates on your calendar.  You won’t be sorry.

Patti Humphrey, Editor
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Women Helping Women…





Welcome to a new year with Uptown Business and Professional Women.  I hope everyone is excited about the 2008 – 2009 year ahead of us.  We usually have June as a down time month due to vacations.  This year however, Uptown Midland didn’t rest.  We had Camp BPW each Monday evening in June and finished up with a graduation for the 18 participants in July.  





We had a week in between and then it was off to another planning meeting.  At this meeting plans where made for the upcoming year.  Our goal will be to put the FUN back into BPW.  We have been focused on raising money for so long we have forgotten that it is very important to build relationships with members and bond by having fun, not just work.  Our Hospitality Chair, Donette Marble is looking into having a mixer.  It will be “come for very little business and loads of fun.”  If we bring back the fun, at ease atmosphere we will be much more successful in not only mentoring, but learning new ideas.  





It is very vital to the heart of Uptown to hear from each member on programs that would be of interest.  We also want to hear from each of you on the types of fundraising/community projects that we can look at to support.  We will always have National Business Women’s Week in October and the “BPW in Bloom Style Show” in the spring.  Those have built momentum over many years of hard work and dedication to the main goal of BPW, whether it is local, regional, state or national.   Our goal is “Women Helping Women” and we have many members, new and tenured who are very passionate about this goal.





August is “Women’s Equality Month” and we will have a presentation from Terri Gilmour on Women’s Equality.  Join use for that luncheon on August 13th at the Petroleum Club of Midland.  Its starts at noon and I hope to see each of you soon.  





Building Powerful Women,





Sheila Warren 








Uptown Midland BPW, P O BOX 3895		Midland, Texas  79702


www.midlandbpw.com   pattihum@suddenlink.net   432-699-2568











From President, Sheila Warren		
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It is with great sadness we report that Shari Macioch, BPW/Texas President lost her courageous battle with cancer on July 23, 2008.  Shari was a true BPW member, always finding ways to help others.  Her dedication and devotion to BPW was known throughout the state as well as BPW/USA.  





Shari knew how to make others feel at ease, welcome and valued.  She loved to have fun and was always generous. 





I know that Shari and our beloved Sandra are working together and the Angels in Heaven are wondering what they ever did without them.  
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Shari Macioch
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Programs for 2008-2009	


 





MEMBERSHIP








Have you sent in your membership renewal?  If your membership is due and you have not received a renewal form, please contact Debbie Gann.  She will help you.  





At Uptown Midland BPW, the 2nd VP officer is our Membership Chair.





If you have questions about your membership, Debbie is the one to call!!





Uptown Midland BPW 2nd VP


Debbie Gann
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Glenda Knox


Uptown Midland BPW


1st VP





Glenda Knox is serving Uptown Midland BPW as 1st VP for 2008-2009.  Our 1st VP is also our Issues Management Chair.  It is the responsibility of this committee to bring programs to our meetings that are educational, informative and relevant to the mission of BPW. 





If you have ideas for programs, Glenda and her committee are working on the programs NOW.  I know they would appreciate any ideas you want to share.  As soon as the programs for 2008-2009 are finalized we will give you a complete list.	
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WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY


AUGUST 26TH





Finally, the long battle for the vote for women was won when a young legislator voted as his mother urged him to vote. 


Votes for women were first seriously proposed in the United States in July, 1848, at the Seneca Falls Woman's Rights Convention organized by � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/library/bio/blstanton.htm" �Elizabeth Cady Stanton� and � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/library/bio/blmott.htm" �Lucretia Mott�. One woman who attended that convention was Charlotte Woodward. She was nineteen at the time. In 1920, when women finally won the vote throughout the nation, Charlotte Woodward was the only participant in the 1848 Convention who was still alive to cast her vote. Eighty-one years old, she cast her vote proudly. 


Some battles for � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/od/suffrage/" �woman suffrage� were won state-by-state by the early 20th century. � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/od/paulalice/p/alice_paul.htm" �Alice Paul� and the National Women's Party began using more radical tactics to work for a federal suffrage amendment to the Constitution: picketing the White House, staging large suffrage marches and demonstrations, going to jail. Thousands of ordinary women took part in these -- a family legend is that my grandmother was one of a number of women who chained themselves to a courthouse door in Minneapolis during this period. 


In 1913, Paul led a march of eight thousand participants on President Woodrow Wilson's inauguration day. (Half a million spectators watched; two hundred were injured in the violence that broke out.) During Wilson's second inaugural in 1917, Paul led a march around the White House. 


During � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/od/warwwi/" �World War I�, when women took up jobs in factories to support the war, as well as taking more active roles in the war than in previous wars. After the war, even the more restrained National American Woman Suffrage Association, headed by � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/library/bio/blbio_catt_carrie_chapman.htm" �Carrie Chapman Catt�, took many opportunities to remind the President, and the Congress, that women's war work should be rewarded with recognition of their political equality. Wilson responded by beginning to support woman suffrage. In a speech on September 18, 1918, he said, 


We have made partners of the women in this war. Shall we admit them only to a partnership of suffering and sacrifice and toil and not to a partnership of right? 


Less than a year later, the House of Representatives passed, in a 304 to 90 vote, a proposed � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/library/graphics/19amend.gif" �Amendment to the Constitution�: 


The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any States on Account of sex. �The Congress shall have the power by appropriate legislation to enforce the provisions of this article. 


On June 4, 1919, the United States Senate also endorsed the Amendment, voting 56 to 25, and sending the amendment to the states. Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan were the first states to pass the law; Georgia and Alabama rushed to pass rejections. The anti-suffrage forces, which included both men and � HYPERLINK "http://womenshistory.about.com/library/etext/bl_watr_1.htm" �women�, were well-organized, and passage of the amendment was not easy. 


When thirty-five of the necessary thirty-six states had ratified the amendment, the battle came to Nashville, Tennessee. Anti-suffrage and pro-suffrage forces from around the nation descended on the town. And on August 18, 1920, the final vote was scheduled. 


One young legislator, 24 year old Harry Burn, had voted with the anti-suffrage forces to that time. But his mother had urged that he vote for the amendment and for suffrage. When he saw that the vote was very close, and with his anti-suffrage vote would be tied 48 to 48, he decided to vote as his mother had urged him: for the right of women to vote. And so on August 18, 1920, Tennessee became the 36th and deciding state to ratify. 


Except that the anti-suffrage forces used parliamentary maneuvers to delay, trying to convert some of the pro-suffrage votes to their side. But eventually their tactics failed, and the governor sent the required notification of the ratification to Washington, D.C. 


And so on August 26, 1920, the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution became law, and women could vote in the fall elections, including in the Presidential election. 
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Shirley Harris is serving Uptown Midland BPW as Secretary for 2008-2009.  





She is also serving as the webmaster for our great website.  If you haven’t visited the site, please take a look.  Shirley is doing a great job.  





� HYPERLINK "http://www.midlandbpw.com" ��www.midlandbpw.com�
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Angie Wilson is serving as Treasurer for Uptown Midland BPW this year.  Angie is a CPA, so we know our $$$ are being taken care of really well.  





Thanks, Angie!








